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FOREWORD 
Fourty years have passed since the first UN conference on the Human 

Environment in Stockholm 1972 and the world has changed dramatically. In 

many ways, it has changed for the better. We enjoy and benefit from 

technological innovations that were almost unimaginable just a couple of 

decades ago. Many of us are wealthier and healthier than ever before. Yet 

enormous challenges remain. The depletion of natural resources continues 

and in large parts of the world, people live in poverty. We are still not on the right track towards 

sustainable development. The good news is that the ideas and tools to change course are to a 

great extent available. At the Stockholm+40 Conference they were demonstrated in an inspiring 

and promising way. Participating stakeholders representing youth, civil society organizations, 

policy makers, business and financial sector, science and others signaled that there is a strong 

will to work together and to move ahead. Sustainable development can only become a reality if 

all actors work towards the same goal, and take on their fair share of responsibility to promote 

sustainability. Partnerships between different stakeholders are critical to strengthening efforts 

and leveraging results. A sincere request was sent to governments to implement decisions 

already agreed upon and to take the necessary steps that will make the world a better place for 

all. The toolbox is open, now is the time to make change. We were especially happy to see so 

many young people, from so many different countries, at Stockholm+40. In ten or twenty years, 

they will be decision-makers and world leaders. We hope they will look back and say that 

Stockholm+40 and Rio+20 were two very important steps towards a sustainable and equitable 

future. What we need in Rio is global policy coherence for sustainable development and a call 

for action. We are convinced that in order to reach a sustainable future, ministers for finance, 

development and environment need to work together – across their respective policy areas. By 

2050 we should all be living in a world where sustainable development has become a reality 

and where everyone can live a free and decent life, supported by a democratic society where 

human rights are respected and protected. Where our consumption and production patterns 

have become sustainable, and include socially and environmentally correct pricing of social and 

environmental values. A world where basic necessities, such as access to water, sanitation and 

energy, are not just a dream. We are looking forward to a strong commitment to this vision in 

Rio and beyond. 

 
Dr. B SOWBHAGYA LAKSHMI Doctorate (ISBM), M.Sc (Envi.Scs), M.Sc (Bio-Infor), MIET, IAEN 



PREFACE 

There is no doubt that today many organizations, groups, societies and individuals are 

advocating, campaigning and doing a lot of work and activity bothering on environmental sustainability 

and sustainable development in general. Many professionals, non-governmental organizations and 

consulting firms are actively engaged in several environmental management and sustainability 

programmes and projects. However, there exists some missing gap. This gap is as a result of a lack in 

sound understanding and knowledge of fundamental foundation facts about land mark and historical 

evolution of facts, decisions and events that have brought us to where we are today in this very important 

mission and journey to achieve environmental sustainability and overall sustainable development for all 

systems, economies, peoples and cultures including the future. 

If we must successfully carry on with this important mission to achieve environmental sustainability, 

prevent pollution, curb climate change, and eradicate poverty, we need to understand the historical 

evolution of land mark environmental decisions, we need to know where we have been in the past, we 

need to know where we are heading to for the future and why we are heading to this particular direction 

from where we are now.  

This book, “Landmarks of Environment & Development”- Memoirs from Stockholm (1972) to Rio+20 

(2012) is written with the singular intention to put together in a single volume a collation of these 

monumental and land mark historical decisions and events that have evolved and shaped and will 

continue to shape our actions for today and for tomorrow in the area of global environmental actions, 

policies, programmes and decisions towards sustainable development. This book is written in furtherance 

to the fact that: “Humanity has the ability to make development sustainable—to ensure that it meets the 

needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. 

Which is sustainable development in the words of Brundtland Commission report – “Our common future 

(1987). 

The views and facts presented are not wholly mine but a collation from different authors and in appendix 

are documented reference of the full texts of these important global environmental decisions that were 

reached at different times through international negotiations and multi-lateral environmental agreements 

(MEA’s). 

Patricks-E, Chinemerem M.Phil, MITD, MNMGS, EnvDipNEBOSH, cert-IEL-UNITAR, OSHAcademy trainer 

Research, Training & Development Consultant in Environment, Climate Change & Sustainable Development, 
Member Developing Countries Committee of IFTDO 



Chapter Nine 

Conclusion 

In the journey to achieve the future that we want, several historic, landmark and 

important key milestone decisions have been made and taken at different times, 

moments and places by the United Nations, world leaders and heads of governments. 

What is therefore important is the need for today’s generation to respect, recognize, 

reference, commit and ensure appropriate application and implementation of these 

decisions in all areas and aspects where they shall be relevant. 

We need to treasure these decisions and ensure they are transferred to the next and 

future generation with same passion that will drive them to continue in the same mission 

towards environmental sustainability. 

All world leaders, country governments and the United Nations systems have a 

responsibility to show commitment and sincerely support the various environment and 

sustainable development programmes, conference texts, declarations or treaty accords 

entered or signed to with the rest of the world. 

We need to draw a line between politics and business as usual in order to attend to 

current realities effectively and efficiently. We are all involved and we must solve the 

problems together. Let us recall that every year; millions of US dollars, UK pounds and 

Euros are spent to organize world conferences on environment, sustainable 

development and conferences of parties to the Kyoto protocol (UNFCCC). These huge 

resources, expenses and budget should begin to yield positive results and we need to 

begin to quantify or measure its effectiveness in terms of tangible visible changes that 

can be seen especially in the area of achieving the Millennium Development goals 

(MDG’s), curbing the menace of climate change by reducing carbon emission and 

improving peoples overall well being through poverty reduction and provision of access 

to primary health care and clean water. 
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