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symbolic WED tree  representing 
their  climate action to  increase 
carbon sinks  and natural cap-
ture. 
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                   Editorial 
There is no doubt that 
climate change is al-
ready causing untold 
hardship to the people 
and entire population of 
Africa and small island 
developing states 
(SIDS) and the entire 
developing countries 
across the world.  
 
 

The challenge of climate change is a big issue that 
must be dealt with collectively and globally solved 
through corporation and  consistent commitment 
from and by  all governments of every country both 
poor and rich nations alike. This is the big reason 
why in this maiden edition of ClimateTimes magazine 
which heralds the year 2014 UNEP World Environ-
ment Day celebration focuses on the impact of Cli-
mate change on the developing countries of Africa, 
Asia, Pacific, Caribbean and of course  small island 
developing states and coastal cities. Interestingly, 
the United Nations, through the pronouncement of its 
general assembly as announced by the UN-
Secretary General Mr.  Ban Ki-Moon has declared 
this year as “The United Nations  International Year 
of Small Island Developing States (SIDS)”  with em-
phasis on “Small Islands & Climate change”. It is 
therefore imperative for us to understand the various 
areas that climate change may cause significant ad-
verse impacts and also to create strategic solutions 
to combat the growing impacts of climate change.  
 
With a view of current trends and events, it is evident 
that climate change is already causing a multi-
sectoral and multidimensional adverse conse-
quences on the economies, human health and social 
life of people leaving in Africa and small Island devel-
oping states of the globe. These impacts can be visi-
bly noticed and felt in various agricultural sectors fol-
lowing sharp decline in food and agricultural yield 
which in turn is leading to a critical food security 
problem. There are also several health related chal-
lenges as the frequency and spread of diseases and 
epidemics are now on the increase. 
Following shortages in food, water , life sustaining 
resources, and energy crisis, we are already experi-
encing forced migration among both animal and hu-
man species resulting in competition and conflict 
over available limited resources. Ecological problems 
like rising sea levels, flood, erosion, droughts, deser-
tification and extreme weather events as character-
ized by changing rainfall pattern and high tempera-
tures are not left out.  

 We therefore need the political will, sincerity and 
commitment from government and decision mak-
ers to match climate policies with  effective visible 
climate problem solving actions.  
 
Therefore through  continuous research, industry 
best practice, use of  Best Available Techniques/
Technologies (BAT) , climate data collection, avail-
ability of meteorological infrastructure, climate 
change monitoring resources, effective policy for-
mulation, good governance, effective public/
people response to climate change emergencies, 
climate disaster mitigation and control awareness 
programmes, change in attitude, behaviours and 
public orientation, adoption of new livelihoods, 
Community grass root involvement and engage-
ment, media participation and  international coop-
eration, we can chart a pathway towards solving 
climate change problems facing this millennium.  
 
We do hope that through our participation in the 
WED programme of UNEP for this year we shall 
begin to take positive “SMART” actions that will 
distinguish us as Climate champions.  
 
Take an action today and remember “Raise your 
voice not the sea level” !!!! 
 
Enjoy your reading. 
 

Patricks-E, Chinemerem M.Phil, MITD, MNES, 
MNMGS, EnvDipNEBOSH, UNITAR-Cert-International Env. Law 

Research, Training & Development Consultant on  Environ-
ment, Climate Change & Sustainable Development  and  
Member Developing Countries Committee of IFTDO  

 
 Editors Message 
 Climate Change Fact
 WED Messages 
 Climate change actio
 EMT-CREED Celebra
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Message from the editor 
This years WED event coincided with the UN Year for 
Climate Action. This is why in their respective WED 
messages, Key  very important UN personalities used  
this years WED message to draw our attention to the 
impact climate change can have on small island devel-
oping states and of course the need to protect these 
outstanding places of natural beauty and  nesting 
ground for biodiversity. We gathered today to celebrate 
the 2014 world environment day (WED) with the stu-
dents of Jesuits Memorial College. 
 
The theme, Raise Your Voice Not the Sea Level  
focuses on small islands and climate change.  
Since WED celebration is the principal vehicle which the United Nations uses to encourage 
worldwide awareness and action for the environment, we have come together to do something 
positive for the environment, galvanizing individual action into a collective power that generates 
an exponential positive impact on the planet.  
We reflect on our relationship with the planet that supports us, the air we breath, the water we 
drink and the soil that grows our food and of cause global ecosystem that is increasingly under 
pressure from human activities, tropical deforestation, growing freshwater shortages to the rapid 
decline of biodiversity and increasing polluted skies and seas in different parts of the world as a 
result of human activities. 
In support of the UN designation of 2014 WED as the international year of Small Island Develop-
ing States (SIDs), it is adopted in the context of climate change. Our main objectives in this year’s 
WED are to encourage a greater understanding of the importance of small island development 
and the urgency to help protect the islands from growing risk as a result of climate change. And 
to build a momentum towards the third international conference on SIDs in September. 
Therefore, WED is the opportunity for every one of us to raise our voices, speak up on behalf of 
this planet It is an opportunity to care, love and become the agent of change so that our planet 
earth will continue to care for us as she has done for years.  
    
RAISE YOUR VOICE NOT THE SEA LEVEL, WE ARE ALL CLIMATE CHAMPIONS, TAKE 
POSTIVE ACTION TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE. 

Inside this issue: 

ts 

ons & Success stories 
ation with Jesuit Memorial Students 
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Climate Change facts 
The global sea level has risen by about 10 to 25 cm. (up to about 10 inches) over the last 100 
years. Sea level rise is attributable to global warming. Humanity's greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions are leading to changes in climatic patterns. The most harmful GHG emitted by human ac-
tivity -- carbon dioxide -- accounts for 85% of the increase in the Earth’s temperature in the past 
ten years. When you save energy you reduce the use of fossil fuels --coal -- oil and gas-- the 
greatest source of human carbon dioxide output. Simple steps to reduce your carbon footprint—
like turning off lights and appliances when not in use, switching to compact fluorescents, car-
pooling or biking -- can help. 

 
The above facts and statistical data presented are taken from UNEP website: www.unep.org/wed/SIDS/climatechange 
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With strong emphasis on Small Island Developing States (SIDS), 
the Secretary General of the United Nations Mr. Ban Ki-Moon  
stated the following in his message to mark the UNEP 2014 World 
Environment day celebration. ( Read Excerpts below). 
 
“Raise Your Voice, Not the Sea Level” 
World Environment Day 2014 falls during the International 
Year of Small Island Developing States, declared by the 
United Nations General Assembly to raise awareness of the 
special needs of this diverse coalition as part of the global 
discussion on how to achieve a sustainable future for all. 
 

The world’s small island nations, which are collectively home to more than 63 mil-
lion people, are renowned as prized destinations: places of outstanding natural 
beauty, vibrant culture and music appreciated around the globe. While small in to-
tal, the land size of small island nations does not reflect their importance as stew-
ards of nature’s wealth on land and sea. They play an important role in protecting 
the oceans and many are biodiversity hotspots, containing some of the richest res-
ervoirs of plants and animals on the planet. 
 
Despite these assets, Small Island Developing States face numerous challenges. 
For a significant number, their remoteness affects their ability to be part of the 
global supply chain, increases import costs – especially for energy – and limits their 
competitiveness in the tourist industry. Many are increasingly vulnerable to the im-
pacts of climate change – from devastating storms to the threat of sea level rise. 
 
Small Island Developing States have contributed little to climate change. Their 
combined annual output of greenhouse gases is less than one per cent of total 
global emissions, but their position on the front lines has projected many to the fore 
in negotiations for a universal new legal climate agreement in 2015. Others are 
leaders in disaster preparedness and prevention or are working to achieve climate 
neutrality through the use of renewable energy and other approaches. 
 
Small island nations share a common understanding that we need to set our planet 
on a sustainable path. This demands the engagement of all sectors of society in all 
countries. On World Environment Day, millions of individuals, community groups 
and businesses from around the world take part in local projects –from clean up 
campaigns to art exhibits to tree-planting drives. This year, I urge everyone to think 
about the plight of Small Island Developing States and to take inspiration from their 
efforts to address climate change, strengthen resilience and work for a sustainable 
future. Raise your voice, not the sea level. Planet Earth is our shared island. Let us 
join forces to protect it. 
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Also, to draw global attention to climate issues, Christi-
ana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change in Support of 
World Environment Day 2014  asserts as follows "Raise 
Your Voice Not the Sea Level"  
 
The UN International Year of Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) comes at an important moment in the 
evolution of the international climate change process. 
2014 is the year when nations need to lift their eyes be-
yond business as usual to one of greater ambition in or-
der to deliver on a new and meaningful climate agree-
ment in Paris in 2015.  
 
Small islands along with the Arctic and many coastal zones are on the frontline of 
extreme climate and sea level rise that risks lives, livelihoods and even entire coun-
tries. Small islands are also leaders under the UN Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) both morally and practically in terms of reminding nations 
of the risks and collective responsibilities to act while driving ambitious national and 
international action -- not least in championing the establishment last year o f the 
Warsaw international mechanism for loss and damage. 
 
SIDS are also actively leveraging the many opportunities and mechanisms that the 
UN climate change regime has generated to support countries towards a more sus-
tainable future . From an economy - wide integration of climate change adaptation 
and disaster risk management in Samoa to improved adaptation of water resources 
in the Comoros , many of these nations have undertaken National Adaptation Pro-
grammes of Action under the Convention.  
 
Similarly, from wind power projects in Cape Verde, the Dominican Republic and Ja-
maica to methane capture in Papua New Guinea and Cuba, the islands have been 
leveraging the UN Clean Development Mechanism to build their own clean energy 
futures.  
 
However, the global effort to deal with climate change is still not enough — green-
house gas concentrations in the atmosphere are at their highest for 800,000 years . 
Yet, the combined effort of governments and business, cities and citizens to act 
against climate change has never been higher .  
 
It is time to push this groundswell forward towards a new agreement that must in-
clude a global commitment to reduce greenhouse emissions rapidly enough to 
keep a global temperature rise under 2 degrees Celsius this century . This is the 
promise the world must deliver to the Small Island Developing States .  
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The UN Under-Secretary General and UNEP Executive Director, Mr. 
Achim Steiner stated these below in his WED message to the world. 

Every year, on June 5th, millions of people across the planet 
celebrate World Environment Day—coming together at commu-
nity, national and regional level to promote positive action on 
the most-pressing environmental challenges of our day. This 
year’s global host for World Environment Day is Barbados, one 
of many Small Island Developing States (SIDS) facing multi-
dimensional issues that require integrated global action. 

 
SIDS contribute little to the problem of climate change—the combined annual car-
bon dioxide output of these nations accounts for less than one per cent of global 
emissions. Yet they are especially vulnerable to the changing climate due to their 
small size, narrow resource base, susceptibility to natural hazards, low economic 
resilience, and limited for mitigating and adapting to the effects of climate change.  
 
The very existence of low-lying nations, such as Kiribati, Maldives, Marshall Is-
lands and Tuvalu is threatened by climate change-induced sea level rise. 
As one of the smallest independent states in the world, with a total land area of 
just 431 km2, Barbados faces many of the challenges outlined above, but it is not 
passively accepting its fate. Barbados has long been a leader in the Caribbean 
region in the Green Economy approach. Its current National Strategic Plan (2006-
2025) clearly identifies “Building a Green Economy: Strengthening the Physical 
Infrastructure and Preserving the Environment” as one its key aims. 
 
Barbados’s transition to a green economy offers opportunities for managing natu-
ral capital, further diversifying the economy, increasing resource efficiency and 
supporting the goals of poverty reduction and sustainable development. Tremen-
dous potential exists for greening the agriculture, fisheries, building, transportation 
and tourism sectors, and Barbados is demonstrating the political will to move to a 
Green Economy both through its policies and engagement with the United Na-
tions Environment Programme by hosting World Environment Day. 
 
Overall, climate change adaptation is a top priority in SIDS, but lack of financial 
resources is an obstacle. However, considering that the capital cost of sea-level 
rise in the Caribbean Community Countries alone is estimated to reach US$187 
billion by 2080 under current practices, investing now to head off such a massive 
e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  m a k e s  s o u n d  b u s i n e s s  s e n s e .  
 
The right enabling conditions are vital to generate and stimulate both public and 
private sector investments that incorporate broader environmental and social cri-
teria, and thus address this growing challenge. You can contribute to this move-
ment by joining us, in Barbados or wherever you are in the world, in celebrating 
World Environment Day and raising your voice to encourage action. 
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Success Stories & Ongoing Climate 
Change & Environmental Sustainability 
Actions. 
The Ecosystem Based Adaptation Pro-
gramme (EBA) 

Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EBA) work 
is being undertaken all over the world by 
many governments and civil society role-
players. EBA is applicable across a wide 
range of geographical areas, sectors and 
stakeholders in both developed and de-
veloping countries. It can be incorporated 
into many areas including coastal de-
fence, flood and drought management, 
agriculture, resource provision, urban 
planning, disaster risk reduction, conser-
vation and tourism. 

The involvement of policymakers and 
multiple stakeholders with distinct roles 
and responsibilities is critical to success-
ful EBA because ecosystems typically 
support diverse sectors and different so-
cial groups in multiple ways. For instance 
a forest may provide local communities 
with forest goods for their livelihoods (e.g. 
timber, game, nuts and fruits, fibre etc,), 
while at the same time supporting com-
mercial tourism and timber harvesting. 
The hydrological regulation provided by 
these forests also benefits geographically 
distant sectors such as agriculture and 
hydroelectric plants through provision of 
water flow and flood regulation as well as 
minimization of erosion and siltation. 

 

Applications in Coastal Cities of Nigeria: 
A Case for the Niger Delta Area. 
 
The Niger Delta is an environmental 
and ecological sensitive area. It is a 
coastal terrain with several rivers and 
tributaries of water bodies criss-
crossing its length and breath. It is an 
area that is very susceptible to 
changes in climate. It is usually prone 
to flooding from rising water levels from 
surrounding streams and rivers and 
seasonal fluctuation of aquifer water 
table following increased rainfall. 
 
Flooding has been experienced as one 
of the most devastating climate disas-
ters facing the inhabitants of the Niger 
delta.  
 
In view of this EBA are also viewed to 
be appropriate to be applied in this re-
gion. 
 
The Buguma shoreline Protection is a 
typical example of an EBA. This is cur-
rently in progress in the region. 

 
Most of these stories and excerpts are taken from UNEP  
publication and  website such as www.unep.org/wed/SIDS/
island stories and www.ebaflagship.org  
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Flash flooding, surface flooding from 
high rainfall, coastal flooding from 
storm surges, shoreline erosion, river-
bank erosion and upslope erosion are 
some of the challenges facing this 
South-Pacific island of Fiji.  

Lami Town and its adjacent areas, 
which currently have the greatest 
population growth on the island, have 
been implementing measures to 
adapt to these challenges brought 
about by changing climate patterns. 
For example, lacking the resources to 
make new drainage systems and sea-
walls, local residents are restoring 
mangroves and coral reefs to help 
prevent flooding and erosion. Ecosys-
tems-based adaptation measures 
have also been initiated by UN-
HABITAT and UNEP, working with the 
Lami Town Council and the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

Cities and climate change in 
the South Pacific 
The LAMI Town Project & the Eco System Based Adapta-
tion Programme (EBA): 

UNEP is working with UN-HABITAT, SPREP 
and the Lami Town Council to design and imple-
ment an ecosystem-based adaptation strategy 
for the coastal town of Lami in Fiji. Lami is a 
town on the southeast coast of the island of Viti 
Levu with a population of approximately 21,000. 
It is highly vulnerably to climate change threats 
such as erosion and flooding. In order to protect 
the population of Lami from these threats, a va-
riety of approaches were analyzed and the 
analysis is being used to determine the town's 
strategy with the local and national Govern-
ments. 
The first step analyzed the vulnerability of the 
town to changes in climate. The major threats 
identified were flash flooding from the three riv-
ers that flow through Lami, surface flooding from 
high rainfall, coastal flooding from storm surges, 
shoreline erosion, riverbank erosion and up-
slope erosion. Informal settlements, the Central 
Business District and the industrial area were 
among the areas found to be most vulnerable to 
these threats. The natural protective resources 
available are mangroves, coral reefs, seagrass 
and mudflats, all threatened by anthropogenic 
activities. The next step was to analyze the 
costs and benefits of a range of adaptation op-
tions available to the town, comparing ecosys-
tem-based approaches such as mangrove res-
toration to engineering-based approaches such 
as building a seawall.  

The analysis found that ecosystem-based ap-
proaches were the most cost-effective, provid-
ing various additional benefits from ecosystem 
services, and recommends a combined ap-
proach using some engineering options to pro-
tect some of the higher value priority infrastruc-
ture. 
UN-HABITAT is currently working with the Lami 
Town Council and with WWF in order to imple-
ment some of the recommendations on ecosys-
tem-based adaptation in Lami; and is working 
with UNEP to upscale these recommendations 
on adaptation to climate change to the national 
Government of Fiji and other Governments in 
the region. 
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Excerpts taken from www.unep.org/wed: 
 
Barbados, a Caribbean island at the 
cutting edge of the fight against climate 
change, hosted this year’s World Envi-
ronment Day (WED) global celebrations 
on 5 June 2014. 
 
The theme for this year's celebrations is 
"Small Island Developing States and 
Climate Change". Barbados, a 430-
square kilometer nation with a popula-
tion of 270,000, is considered to be 
highly vulnerable to the effects of cli-
mate change - from agricultural impacts 
to the destruction of its coastal ecosys-
tems. 
 
However, this small nation has taken big 
steps to reduce its climate impact and to 
provide clean, renewable energy - as 
well as opportunities for green eco-
nomic growth - to its people. Among 
other things, Barbados has pledged to 
increase the share of renewable energy 
across the island to 29 percent of all 
electricity consumption by 2029. This 
would cut total electricity costs by an es-
timated USD 283.5 million and reduce 
CO2 emissions by 4.5 million tonnes, 
according to the government. 

According to the Prime Minister of Bar-
bados Freundel J. Stuart."Our target 
should be to place Barbados firmly on 
the world map in the context of the envi-
ronment and sustainable development. 
This can only be achieved if all parties - 
public and private sector, NGOs and civil 
society - work together for a successful 
World Environment Day,"-2014 he 
added. 
It is estimated that Barbados' tourism 
sector, which contributes about 15 per 
cent of the island's Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), and its sugar industry, 
which contributes about 2 per cent, 
could both be severely affected by 
changing weather patterns. 
 
In response to such threats, Barbados 
has made "Building a Green Economy: 
Strengthening the Physical Infrastructure 
and Preserving the Environment" one of 
six concrete goals built into its National 
Strategic Plan (2006-2025).  
"Small Island Developing States the 
world over are facing a host of risks re-
lated to climate change, from tempera-
ture increases that negatively affect agri-
culture to sea level rise that threatens 
the very existence of some nations," 
said UN Under-Secretary-General . 

Focus on Barbados 
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"Barbados has put conservation and the tran-
sition to an inclusive green economy at the 
heart of its national strategy. Through this 
framework, it has enacted a number of proac-
tive, concrete measures to combat climate 
change, including incentives that support one 
of the island's fastest growing sectors - solar 
power."  
 
The country has shown tremendous leader-
ship and political will, proving that the transi-
tion to a green economy is possible - even in 
countries facing the greatest threats - when 
robust environmental policy is translated into 
action on the ground. 
 
The island's over-reliance on imported fossil 
fuels has become one of its major environ-
mental concerns. The National Strategic Plan, 
its new Medium Term Development Frame-
work 2014-2020 and supporting fiscal frame-
work are designed to ease this dependency 
by increasing the country's renewable energy 
supply, with a special focus on raising the 
number of household solar water heaters in 
Barbados. 
 
According to the Prime Minister Mr. Stuart "we 
know that although many Small Island Devel-
oping States are energy deficient in conven-
tional energy, limitless potential for renewable 
energy and energy efficiency resides in our 
countries. The fundamental issue thus is how 
do we, as Small Island Developing States with 
inherent structural problems and limited re-
sources, convert this renewable energy poten-
tial into a tangible product that is accessible, 
affordable and adaptable?" 
 

Solar water heaters are now a widely used re-
newable energy technology in Barbados, with in-
stallations in nearly half of the island's dwelling 
units. In 2002 alone, Barbados saved 15,000 met-
ric tons of carbon emission and over USD 100 
million in energy savings from the 35,000 solar 
hot water systems that had been installed at the 
time. The solar water heater use is one of the 
highest in the world (water heaters per thousand 
households).  
 
Three Barbadian companies lead the installation 
and manufacturing of solar water heaters on the 
island, and they are already expanding the Carib-
bean market potential in the nearby islands of 
Trinidad and St. Lucia. 
 
The solar water heater industry started in 1974 
with the pioneering company Solar Dynamics. 
That early effort was also supported by the McGill 
University Bellairs Research Institute in the early 
1970s. In recent times, that institution restarted its 
solar training programme with a focus on solar 
electric systems. With a regional outlook, the 
training has already been extended to Belize.  
 
More recently, the Barbadian government has im-
plemented several plans to further stimulate the 
use of solar electric systems. For example, from 
the US$5,000 allotted per year under the 2008 
modified Income Tax Allowance for Home Im-
provement, up to US$ 1,000 can be used for en-
ergy audits. The import duties on renewable en-
ergy electricity systems and VAT have been re-
duced to zero and companies involved in the de-
velopment, installation or manufacturing are eligi-
ble for a 10-year tax free holiday.  
 
Financial incentives for manufacturers, such as 
the provision of low-interest loans by the Barba-
dos, may further serve to assist the diversification 
and growth of the solar water heater industry.  
During the November 2012 Energy Week of ac-
tivities, Prime Minister Stuart stated: "In the same 
way that we pride ourselves on the penetration of 
solar water heaters, the next frontier is the erec-
tion of solar electricity systems and the use of 
other renewable energy sources." 

 

These are big questions not 
only for the people and  

government of Barbados but 
also for people and  

governments in developing 
countries of Africa 
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In that vein, the government is rolling out 
a programme to outfit 19 government 
buildings, including nine schools, with 
solar photovoltaic systems. Prime Minis-
ter Stuart said that the initiative would 
"capture the interest and imagination of 
the next generation which will give impe-
tus to this effort in making renewable en-
ergy truly the engine of the economy".  
 
He also said that similar energy systems 
would be installed in hurricane shelters, 
which would also be equipped with the 
necessary back-up power to enable 
them to function effectively in the event 
of a hurricane or any other emergency. 
 
With respect to transport, the Barbados 
has also piloted the design and deploy-
ment of electric vehicles . In addition, in-
novative tours of the historic city of 
Bridgetown - which has recently been 
designated as a World Heritage Site by 
UNESCO - have been in place since 
2005 using solar/electric-powered trams. 
These efforts combine the government's 
thrust to protect its natural and cultural 
heritage products while demonstrating 
innovative, Small Island Developing 
States-appropriate climate change miti-
gation opportunities.  
In 2012, Barbados and UNEP launched 
the Green Economy Scoping Study - 
Barbados Synthesis Report, which was 
designed to identify challenges and op-
portunities in the island's transition to a 
Green Economy, and to accelerate that 
transition. Today Barbados is focused 
and committed to climate adaptation 
technologies, and business, sustainable 
resource management, protected areas, 
schools and Barbadian local culture, as 
well as spotlighting challenges and op-
portunities facing Small Island Develop-
ing States around the globe. 

Climate Change & Africa 
Quotes 

 
“Climate change will affect Africa 
profoundly, but the continent lacks 
the resources of the developed world 
to cope with its effects. Through re-
search, public education and policy 
analysis, the African Initiative hopes 
to contribute to a successful African 
response to the enormous challenge 
which climate change represents” -  
John English 
Executive Director, CIGI 
Chair, The Africa Initiative. Taken from 
the publication CIGI Special Report: Cli-
mate Change in Africa:  Adaptation, 
Mitigation and Governance Challenges. 
CIGI is the Centre for International Gov-
ernance Innovation. 

The United Nations Environment  
Programme (UNEP) Emission Gap Report 
confirms that the current mitigation 
pledges – unless strengthened – will set 
the world on course for global warming of 
between 2.5 to 5°C. Further to this, 
there is indication that temperature 
rises are likely to be progressively higher 
in Africa with other climate related ef-
fects such as variability in precipitation 
patterns and the frequency of extreme 
weather events placing considerable pres-
sure on livelihoods and economies across 
the continent. Curled  from AMCEN, 2011  . 
Addressing  Climate  Change  Challenges  in 
Africa;  A  Practical  Guide  Towards  Sustain‐
able Development. A publication o f the Af‐
rican  Ministerial  Conference  on  environ‐
ment. 
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EMT-CREED 2014 WED celebration and Climate Action 

Driven by a motivation to create climate champions from the 
younger generation and to increase the spread of the UNEP WED 
event theme and message for the year “Raise your voice not the 
sea level”, EMT took its world environment day (WED celebra-
tion to the students of the Jesuits Memorial college in Port Har-
court. The event featured the WED symbolic tree planting, pres-
entation of the Habitat/Environment club, seminar presentation 
on the years WED theme and several talent and creative exhibi-
tions from the JMC students such as speeches, drama, green cho-
reography dance, art/paintings and drawing exhibitions and po-
etic songs.  
 
Outstanding students were rewarded and the management and 
board of EMT-CREED announced  a token of support to the 
school in appreciation of the excellent performance of the stu-
dents in their various presentations, exhibitions and displays. 
 
See the EMT-CRRED/JMC 2014 WED celebration in Pictures. 

The president of JMC Port Harcourt, Rev.Fr. (Dr.) 
Ikenna declaring the 2014 WED celebration  open 

A cross-section of JMC Habitat/Environment Club 
members with  teachers and EMT-CREED Staff. 

The Executive Director  EMT-CREED Mrs. Catherine 
Patricks   presenting her WED speech to JMC students 

 
A cross– section of  JMC students in attendance. 
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About World Environment Day 
The celebration of World Environment Day began in 1972 and has grown to become one of the 
main vehicles through which the United Nations encourages positive action for the environment. 
WED activities take place year round but climax on 5 June. 
 
Through WED, UNEP enables everyone to realize not only the responsibility to care for the 
Earth, but also reminds one and all of their individual power to become agents of change. Every 
action counts, and when multiplied by a global chorus, becomes exponential in its impact.  
 
WED is a big celebration, engaging millions across the globe. Every year, participants, young 
and old, organize clean up campaigns, art exhibits, tree-planting drives, concerts, dance recit-
als, recycling drives, social media campaigns and different contests themed around caring for 
the planet.  
 
This year the theme centers on a 
critical global concern; Climate 
Change and emphasis in the theme 
is focusing on “Small Islands and 
Climate Change” as it suggests that 
you “Raise your voice not the sea 
level” 
 
For more on World Environment 
Day read the publication: Cath-
erine Patricks & Chinemerem Pa-
tricks (2012):The faces of World 
Environment day (WED) Celebra-
tions in the 21st Century.  
 
 

 
 
A cross section of JMC teachers  and students in attendance. 
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JMC Students engaged in WED Climate Actions through 
tree planting, art exhibition, speeches and Green dance. 

 
The best  art/painting of the day. 

Artist : Celine  
Age: 12, class: JSS-1 
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Students art exhibitions 

 
The WED Green  dance  by JMC students 
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Climate Change: Developing Countries Vs. Developed 
Nations: A comparison and brief analysis of the  vulnerabilities, adaptability 
and resilience to climate change  impacts across the two divides: 

CIGI (2009) in one of its report, asserts that climate 
change issues in the global North differ from the 
prevailing climate change concerns of sub-Saharan 
Africa and the global south. For the world’s richest, 
industrialized countries whose energy systems and 
affluent lifestyles have contributed most to global 
warming, the priority is to avert a global climate 
change crisis through managed reduction of green-
house gas emissions coupled with measurable in-
fluence and control over the process.  
 
Africa and other developing regions in the global 
South that have relatively low carbon emissions 
due to their lack of development need support and 
assistance to ensure survival in the face of current 
and future climate change challenges. Africa bears 
the brunt of a global problem to which it, as the 
least developed region in the world, has contrib-
uted the least.  
 
Poorer nations and regions have neither the wealth 
nor strategic capacity to impose their will on the 
global climate change negotiations. Any global re-
sponse to climate change should first and foremost 
focus on securing global equity between those 
most responsible for climate change and those 
bearing most of the cost. Bearing in mind the prin-
ciple of common but differentiated responsibilities. 
 
Climate change is a limiting factor on poverty-
reduction strategies such as the actualization of the 
UN’s Millennium Development Goals (MDG). 
 

 
On the 5th of June, 2014, during the occasion of  
UNEP World Environment day celebration  at the 
Jesuit Memorial college , one of the JMC students  
( age– 12) in JSS-1  class delivered an  interesting 
speech and essay on Climate Change  impacts  on  
developing Countries, the Case of African Countries. 
Her speech  drew close attention to  Nigeria. Read 
excerpts of her speech attached in italics. 

In Nigeria,  climate change has left a deep and an 
enormous impact on the lives of  its citizens and on 
the economy. For instance, the temporary period of 
reduced rainfall known as “August break” which 
was experienced  around the month of August 
every year , can no longer be predicted as it no 
longer   comes up in August.  
 
In the coastal areas of Nigeria characterized by the 
Niger Delta cities and states such as Rivers, Delta, 
Bayelsa and Imo, there has been a big change in  
rainfall pattern, which most often has been heavy 
and lasting for longer duration leading to water ta-
ble fluctuation and  increase in river water level 
thereby resulting to floods and most times salt wa-
ter intrusion into fresh water zones creating water 
pollution and destruction of the   ecosystem.  
 
In the Northern part of  Nigeria of Taraba, Yobe, 
Borno, Sokoto, etc., climate change has left undeniable 
impacts ranging from poor agricultural and crop yield, to 
desert encroachment and shortage of water and migra-
tion of cattle and herds men. There has been several 
instances of airborne and water borne disease, property 
damage and loss of life during floods and  leaving a huge 
impact on the Nigerian economy.  
We can mitigate these adverse impacts of climate 
change  if we all make concerted efforts and join the rest 
of the world to raise our voices against all poor and un-
friendly environmental practices. 
We need to raise our voice not the sea level. 
By Chukwuzitelu Alma Osuagwu ( Zizi) 

Alma Chukwuzitelu Osuagwu 
(Zizi) presenting a speech and 
paper  on : “the impact of  
Climate Change on developing 
countries of Africa” 
 
Age– 12 years 
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Additional reading   
resources and literature on 
environment, sustainable  
development environmental 
litigation support, environ-
mental journalism and  
climate change education 
can be purchased and 
bought from EMT–  CREED 
Research library 
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EMT-CREED is an associ-
ate  member of  the Interna-
tional Federation of Train-
ing & Development Organi-
zations (IFTDO)- AM630. It 
is also  a corporate member  
of the Nigerian Institute of 
training & development 
( No. 3351) 

 
Taken from www.unep.org/wed 2014 

 
Comments to: E-Mail: info@environmenttarget.com 
TEL: +234—7032264995; +234 - 8179833286; +234  

www.environmenttarget.com 


